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Who is Informit

« Aggregator with the largest collection of ANZ journals, books,
grey literature and videos focusing on the humanities and social
sciences — including the largest Australian Indigenous collection.

« Began in the RMIT University library more than 30 years ago
 Owned by RMIT University as Not For Profit
* Subscription based business

» Accessed by all Australian universities and state libraries (and
increasingly schools and public libraries)

 Informit strategically operates under 3 pillars:
1. Sustainability
2. Customer satisfaction
3. Community, with a specific focus on First Peoples
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OA and Informit

* Informit’s mission is the promotion of critical thinking for a better
informed and knowledgeable community by fostering
bibliodiversity

» We support disparate voices from society publishers to
passionate academics for a diverse and sustainable research
publishing ecosystem

» We aggregate their works and make them discoverable

» Currently over 110 ANZ journals / 24,000 open access resources
(inc grey literature) and growing

» We support publishers by offering free hosting services and DOI
minting via Crossref plus other services at cost rates (or below!)

» We encourage a transition to OA
« Without a thriving publishing community Informit would not exist
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A First Peoples Lens

Integrated into the Informit’s strategy is the
committed to promoting the achievements of
Indigenous scholars, building strong
relationships with Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people and organisations, and
supporting Indigenous-led ways of knowing,
being and doing.

Three main foci:
« Amplification of First Nations researchers
« Supporting Indigenous studies publishers

« Kummargii Yulendji Symposium: highlighting
projects attempting to decolonise Info-
management systems

All First Peoples’ Lens initiatives have been developed in
consultation with Informit’s First Peoples’ Lens Steering
Committee Members.
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First Peoples’ Lens
Cultural Fund

https://about.informit.org/first-peoples-lens/
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* Video series documenting the work being
undertaken across diverse fields by First Nations
researchers at varied career stages.

« A platform to articulate their current scholarly
projects, elucidate emerging methodologies,
reflect upon experiences within academia, and
discuss the ideas and cultural contexts informing
their research.

* Open on YouTube and promoted through social
media channels

« Soon to be available in Informit Search for LMS
access

https://about.informit.org/indigenous-scholars/
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Kummargii Yulendji
Symposium

» Co-convened by Informit and CAVAL in September, 2023
and part of Social Sciences Week

* Focused on how to describe, apply, and amplify Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander publications and decolonise
Info-management systems

Infor mitc>
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The inaugural Kummargii Yulendji Shposium was co-convened by Informit’
and CAVAL inlSeptember, 2023, as part of Social Sciences Week, and focused
on how we describe, apply, and amplify Abo\"iginal and Torres Strait Islander
publications. This site has been created as a place of convergence, for
conference delegates and interested community members to come together in
the spirit of fostering long-term collaboration and knowledge sharirTQ. N
- v
The 2024 Kummargii Yulend ium will be held on Thursday 12 September.
There will be more d ome on this soon. Watch this space.

« Arose from a recognition that the academic publication
space has expanded in exciting Indigenous-led ways.

« Many organisations within the sector are starting to https://kummargiiyulendjisymposium.org/
address these inadequacies but may not yet be pooling
insights from these endeavours.

Kummargii Yulendji Symposium

» The Symposium brought together industry and academic 2024

leaders to present current projects and discuss the ways
we describe and organise Aboriginal and Torres Strait

Islander academic outputs Save the date:

September 12th
Melbourne

Kummargii Yulendji meaning ‘Knowledge is Rising’, was named by
Boon wurrung elder N'arwee’t Professor Carolyn Briggs
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Support for OA:
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Example: Journal of Australian Indigenous Issues

» Aggregated on Informit as full text since 2014.
* The title is in the top 10 titles on Informit

» This peer-reviewed academic journal was established in
1998 and is a leading international journal in Indigenous
Studies.

* It publishes articles across a wide range of academic
disciplines.

* Informit is sole host

* Foundation Editor: Professor Andrew Gunstone,
Federation University, Associate Deputy Vice-Chancellor
Reconciliation.

» Co-Editor (from 2023): Professor Dennis Foley,
Federation University, Professorial Research Fellow.

 Informit has begun a project to:

« Convert PDF articles to rich HTML (increase
accessibility and usability)

* Mint DOIs via Crossref (increase persistency)
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A monumental challenge: Indigenous voice and
demands for truthful commemorations of Australia's
colonial heritage in far Northern Queensland

Authrors: Bramwyn Fradericke; Arsham Gracieict; Annsbedle Sharman
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A Monumental Challenge: Indigenous Voice and Demands for
Truthful Commemorations of Australia’s Colonial Heritage in
Far Northern Queensland
by Bronwyn Fredericks, Abraham Bradfield, and Annabelle Sharman*

2020 signalled the 250th anniversary of Captain James Cook’s 1770 voyage
along the east coast of Australia, an event often framed in the national
tion as one inal to Australia’s modern . In the same year,
we witnessed growing protests about “Black Lives Mattef’ and saw large
numbers of the public take to the streets and online forums to question
Australia’s colonial heritage and scrutinize if and how it should be celebrated.

In this paper, we explore Australia’s heritage through the contestation
and justification surrounding the plaques, memorials, and monuments
commemorating colonialism and the figures central to its establishment.
Situating our discussion in Cairns, in far northern Queensland, we consider how
colonial monuments attempt to communicate a sense of place or displacement
through reiterating narratives of history that assert white sovereignty via the
shrouding of Indigenous voices and agencies.

Unpacking a case-study in which the public display of a 10-metre-tall
statue of Captain James Cook was intensely debated, we argue that through
protest Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander voices are being reinserted into
national dialogues, demanding that Indigenous sovereignty be recognised as
part of the living and ongoing heritage of the place now called Australia.

Keywords: Indigenous Australia, Heritage, Captain Cook, Black Lives Matter,
Colonialism

* yn F i PhD is a and the Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Indigenous
at the Uniy ity of Q She has over 30 years’ experience

workmg w:!h Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island'er communities, Indigenous
IGOs, uni ities, and

Dr ield is a i worker at The Uni ty of Sydney.

He applies a cross and if pp. to his to explare themes

relating to colonisation, decolonisation, ldentlfy, and the intercultural.
Annabelle Sharman is Summer Scholar, Indigenous Engagement Division, The
University of Queensland.

Vol 26 Nos 3-4 Journal of Australian Indigenous Issues 1
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Introduction

n 2020, mase calebrations wera planrad in Austraka to mark the 260th annivarsary of Captain Jamas
Gooks™ 1770 voyage along the east coast of Australia. Although canceled due 1o GOVIDA19, these
ceiebrations involved a replica of Gook's tallship the Endesvowr drcumventing Australia's coastline In
a 6.7-million-dollar govemmant funded re-imaging of ita colonéal hertage. Originally cheractarised as a
“re-enactment”, it was later framed as a “re-fracing”, as Cook newer circurmvented the nation but
ratner salled up the esst coastling from Botany Bay whese he first set foot on Austrekan snores to
Possassion lsland in northern Cueerslznd where he claimed the greet southem continent s the
property of the Britieh Crown,

Scattered throughout Australia are numerous statuee, menuments, and places that similarly referanca
Australia’s colonia history as part of, and often the beginning of, its national heritage. Like the myth of
Cook clreurmaavigating Australla, they too ssiectivaly preferanca the symbology of what such
monuments represent, rather than providing truthful sccounts of actual reslities. Such symbology
however is deeply contested as they oftan slance Indiganousvoices and present an uncontestad
account of Ausirala's hertage that privileges. . In this paper we
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ﬂDD[IgIFN and Tomes Stralt lsander peo:);e. and reconcliation {Fredaricks & Bradfield, 2023,
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are lett guesticning - how monumental is Gook, and what place should ke hold in the national
Irmaginany and Australlan heritage?
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Cultural Fund

« To support Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander projects in
research and innovation, with a particular emphasis on the

YAli
digital sharing of knowledge.
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« The fund will have a total pool of $30,000 to commit to selected
projects focusing on publishing, research or library projects.
Prioritising digital knowledge dissemination.

« Assessment of projects is undertaken by Informit’s First Peoples’
Lens Steering Committee

 EOIl is open and closes on 10th May 2024.

2023 Recipients:

« The Yalinguth app: An augmented audio experience that shares
history from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander perspectives. A
walk experience in Naarm/Melbourne along the Birrarung/Yarra.

* The Australian Journal of Indigenous Education (AJIE): an
open access, internationally refereed journal
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Thank you

Laki Sideris
laki.sideris2@rmit.edu.au
about.informit.org
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